











Socialize now, when
your pup is a sponge
waiting to absorb new
information, and you'll
both be the better for
it when he's an adult.

Borghardt agrees and has seen Dachshunds
learn negative behaviors in situations like this. “It
could very easily make your Dachshund afraid of
big dogs forever,” she says.

Even if your puppy is dominant, dog parks
may threaten all the progress you have achieved in
forming a crucial socialization bond. “You want
the puppy’s attention on you during those early
months,” Axel says. “The puppy should be
watching you.”

Dachshunds are smart. Going to the dog park
may teach them ways to avoid listening to you.

But you dont have to be a complete spoil-
sport. When your puppy is a little older, closer to
a year, Axel says going to the park can become a
training opportunity. “Let the puppy play for five
minutes, then call him over and make him sit or
stay,” she says. “Then let him go back and play.”
This makes the puppy more secure, knowing that

that even in the most chaotic social situations,
you are in command. It also shows your puppy
that you know how to have some fun!

§ hile extremely important, proper social-
j ization is not difficult or complicated. It
& does not stop you from bonding in 2

loving way with your puppy. In fact, it can be
exciting and fun for you and your Dachshund,
and can lead to a stronger emotional connection.
Become the center of your Dachshund’s social
world by showing that you are a calm, confident,
loving and worthy leader. You will have a great rela-
tionship, and a great dog, that you are proud of. ¥

Matthew Schenker is a Dog Writers Association of
America award-winning writer. He lives in North-
hampton, Massachusetts, with his wife and a standara
Poodle named Kramer. ‘






