






Even though they are 

small fries, miniature 

Dachshunds are part of 

the AKC's Hound group, 

not the Toy group, as 

some believe. 

The six types are: 

• miniature smooth 
• miniature longhaired 

• miniarure wirehaired 

• standard smooch 
• standard longhaired 

• standard wirehaired 
The European badger, a larger but less tero­

cious version of its American cousin, was defi­

nitely persona non grata among farmers as their 

setts, or badger holes, were detrimenral ro agri­

culrural and pasrure land. Packs of Dachsh unds 

were also used to chase after wild boar. And it 

was from this tenacious beginning that the stan­
dard for the Dachshund's personality was devel­

oped: "Clever, lively and courageous ro the poinr 

of rashness," states the American Kennel Club 

breed standard, and that says it all. That's your baby! 

For tamer game, so to speak, the smaller 

Dachshunds (less than 11 pounds) were used ro 

go after rabbi ts and weasels, while larger sizes 

(more than 16 pounds) were selected to dig after 

foxes and even trail wounded deer. Thus, conrrary 

ro popular opinion, the miniature varieties 

appeared quite early, not ro be roys or lap dogs, 
but to dig their way into smaller holes than could 

be attempted by standa.rd sizes. 

Miniarure Dachshunds (only nine of them) 

were first shown at the Dachshund Club of 

America Specialty show in 1934. They caught 
on, and the miniature size became a popular 

size for pets in the United States very soon after 
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